PhD or postdoc position 

Riverine sediment and carbon fluxes and floodplain interactions in a tropical river basin. 

Within the department of Earth & Environmental Sciences at K.U.Leuven, we are looking for highly motivated candidates to take up a PhD or postdoctoral position focusing on the role of flood events and floodplain interactions on sediment and carbon fluxes in the Tana River (Kenya). This is a collaborative research projects between the divisions of Geography, Geology, Soil and Water Management, and Nuclear and Radiation Physics. The candidate will work in close collaboration with a recently started PhD student, and will benefit from links with other ongoing research projects on complementary topics. 

The project will use high-frequency in situ measurements and sampling for a wide range of biogeochemical parameters and characterisation of sediments and associated carbon (including radionuclide measurements and stable isotope analyses), budgeting sediment and carbon fluxes in floodplains and oxbow lakes, and development of a model integrating these data. The position is open as of early 2012, and we sollicit applications from both PhD candidates and postdocs. Candidates should be fluent in English, have a background in hydrology, biogeochemistry, and/or geomorphology and should be willing to combine extensive field campaigns with lab work. 

Interested candidates should send a CV  and motivation letter (pdf) before 31st of January by e-mail to Gerard Govers, Steven Bouillon and Okke Batelaan: gerard.govers@ees.kuleuven.be,steven.bouillon@ees.kuleuven.be, and okke.batelaan@ees.kuleuven.be 
Feel free to contact us for specific questions prior to submitting your application but preferably before January 15th due to fieldwork activities after that date. 

More information on the Department of Earth & Environmental Sciences and K.U.Leuven can be found on http://ees.kuleuven.be/
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