The JFB Institute for Zoology and Anthropology at Georg August University Goettingen is offering a PhD position in the Scientific Project of the Collaborative Research Centre CRC 990

B08 / Structure and functioning of the decomposer system in lowland rainforest transformation systems (Sumatra, Indonesia) 

The position will be limited to 3 years and should be filled as soon as possible. Salary: Pay grade 65% TV-L 13 of German state regulated public service salary scale.

Your duties 
The project will investigate the response of soil to lowland rainforest transformation, decomposition processes in lowland rainforest transformation systems and the role of roots and mycorrhizal fungi for the detritivore food web.

Your profile
The applicant should hold a Master in ecology or related fields, have a research focus on insects and / or soil fauna, is willing to collaborate with other researchers of the CRC, is proficient in English, and has the willingness and ability to work in the tropics. 

The project will be based in Goettingen, but fieldwork is done in Indonesia.


The University of Goettingen is an equal opportunities employer and places particular emphasis on fostering career opportunities for women. Qualified women are therefore strongly encouraged to apply as they are underrepresented in this field. Disabled persons with equivalent aptitude will be favoured.

Please send your application in electronic form by January 06, 2012 to Prof. Dr. Stefan Scheu, sscheu@gwdg.de, http://www.uni-goettingen.de/animal-ecology.html.

We request that you send your application documents as single pdf file. We will dispose the documents after a holding period of five months. 






PhD positions for animal ecologist 
and agricultural entomologist (m/f)
Georg August University Goettingen
J.F. Blumenbach Institute of Zoology and Anthropology, Animal Ecology Group
Department of Crop Science, Agricultural Entomology
These positions are part of the integrated project LEGATO "Land-use intensity and ecological engineering – Assessment tools for risks and opportunities in irrigated rice based production systems" funded by the German Ministry of Science and Education (BMBF) and coordinated by the Helmholtz Centre for Environmental Research Halle (UFZ; http://www.ufz.de).  
Rice based agricultural systems form the basis for human nutrition and dominate landscapes in large parts of Asia. Within the framework of LEGATO the structure of food webs of rice ecosystems are being investigated. By using novel tools such as stable isotope analysis one project aims at identifying interrelationships between aquatic and terrestrial components of rice agricultural systems. Another project will identify parasitoid food web structures in relation to landscape pattern and agronomic practices. The data of these projects will provide the basis for the development of agricultural landscapes employing biodiversity for improving ecosystem services. Focal countries will be the Philippines and Vietnam.
The applicants should hold a master or diploma in biology, ecology or related fields and should be enthusiastic and willing to work in Asian countries. Experience in entomology and food web research is advantageous. 
Contract duration will be for 36 months. Salary will be according to the civil service level TVL 13-50%. Application assessment will start immediately and the advertisements remain open until the positions are filled.
Application and curriculum vitae should be written in English and sent by e-mail to Prof. Dr. Stefan Scheu, sscheu@gwdg.de, http://www.uni-goettingen.de/animal-ecology.html.
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PhD position for molecular ecologist/biologist (m/f)
Georg August University Goettingen, J.F. Blumenbach Institute of Zoology and Anthropology, Animal Ecology Group
The position is part of the DFG Research Unit 816 “Biodiversity and Sustainable Management of a Megadiverse Mountain Ecosystem in South Ecuador” 
(www.tropicalmountainforest.org).
Tropical montane rain forests of Ecuador are among the most diverse ecosystems of the world and diversity of plants and animals changes with altitude. We investigated free-living protists i.e., testate amoebae along an altitudinal transect and found high morphological diversity within species.
The candidate of this project will investigate the genetic diversity of these morphospecies by sequencing and analyzing the 18S or COI gene to discriminate if morphological variations represent phenotypic plasticity of one species, or if variants are indeed different species. Further, genetic similarity between morphospecies from tropical and temperate regions will be compared.
The applicant should hold a master or diploma in biology, ecology, genetics or related fields and should be enthusiastic and willing to handle small organisms. Experience in molecular techniques and in determination of testate amoebae is beneficial. 
Contract duration will be for 36 months. Salary will be according to the civil service level TVL 13-65%. Application assessment will start immediately and the advertisements remain open until the position is filled.
Application and curriculum vitae should be written in English and sent by e-mail to Prof. Dr. Stefan Scheu, sscheu@gwdg.de, http://www.uni-goettingen.de/animal-ecology.html.
  

