
HIGHLIGHTS  
PE&RC courses and activities 
 
Grasping the Complicated, Probing the Complex: Ecological, Social and Socio-
Ecological Board-Games and Agent-Based Simulators from the Rural South 
27 - 29 August 2018 
This 2.5-day workshop introduces you to the world of participatory games to address and study 
wicked problems. This is explicitly not a workshop in which you learn how to design such 
participatory games for your own research, but to get an idea of the value that these types of 
games can have in studying complicated and complex problems. The workshop will be very hands-
on and you will be introduced to games that have their background in the natural sciences, games 
that have their background in the social sciences, ánd games that are truly socio-ecological. 
 
Farming Systems and Rural Livelihoods: Pathways to sustainable development 
16 - 28 September 2018 
This course provides skills and methods to analyse (the dynamics of) farming systems as 
embedded in the complex livelihoods of rural people in Africa. Typically, these skills and methods 
integrate agro-ecological analyses with understandings of the social organization of agricultural 
production, and the differential ways in which the wider socio-economic environment impacts on 
farming systems (e.g. the importance of rural-urban linkages, socio-cultural orientations in rural 
livelihoods, farm investment patterns, labour allocations. Special attention will be given to the 
vulnerability of agricultural production and aspects of food security in the face of global 
environmental, social and economic change. Tools for exploration of the adaptive capacity of rural 
livelihoods and their rural-urban connections will also be reviewed critically. 
 
PE&RC Day 
8 November 2018 
We have six wonderful speakers lined up for you! They will each give their own perspective on the 
social networks of nature, something we humans form quite easily nowadays with our technology. 
Yet social networks are something very natural, that has existed since long before we created 
technology. During the 2018 PE&RC day on November 8th we will explore how these function 
within a wide range of ecosystems and organisms. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pe-rc.nl/serious-gaming-workshop
https://www.pe-rc.nl/serious-gaming-workshop
https://www.pe-rc.nl/Farming-Systems
http://www.pe-rc.nl/PD2018


Consumer-Resource Interactions in Times of Global Environmental Change 
Sunday 2 - Thursday 6 December 2018 
This one-week course will illustrate how adopting a consumer-resource approach can change our 
understanding of interactions, and how adaptive processes can be important in understanding both 
academic and applied problems in ecology. This edition of the course will focus on consumer-
resource interactions in times of global environmental change at three levels of integration: the 
individual-population level, the community-ecosystem level and the socio-ecological level. 
 
 
For a complete overview of all PE&RC courses and activities, please click here. 

https://www.pe-rc.nl/postgraduate-courses/consumer-resource-interactions
https://www.pe-rc.nl/courses-and-activities

