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Save the Date: PE&RC Day 2026!

We are excited to announce the date and theme of the 2026 PE&RC

Day! We welcome all PE&RC members to join us on October 15th at the

University of Amsterdam for a great day of science and networking. 

This year's theme, Forward-Thinking Sustainability: Scientific

Breakthroughs from Molecules to Global Systems, brings researchers

across scales and disciplines together to explore how new tools, from AI to

global earth observation, are reshaping the way we understand living

systems, and how those insights can add up to a more sustainable future.

The final speakers list will be announced soon. In addition, we will hear

from the 2025 PE&RC Collaboration Grant winners, vote on 2026

Collaboration Grant pitches, and pick the winner of the PE&RC Picture

Awards.

https://wur.webpower.eu/x/?S7Y1Mjf7n2trZGJhYPC.yNbwf05_sm1uYmaOXnlpkV5eDgAA11&Z=-1965940869&X
https://pe-rc.nl/
https://pe-rc.nl/
https://www.pe-rc.nl/
https://www.pe-rc.nl/


Date: October 15, 2026

Location: University of Amsterdam - IBED (Science Park 904, Room

C4.211, Amsterdam)

Information & registration    ➜

PE&RC collaboration call
Deadline 7 September

Do you have an idea for a short-term PhD or postdoctoral project with

colleagues from another PE&RC institute? Than this oppertunity is for

you!

The PE&RC Institutional Collaboration Grant is designed to foster

collaboration across the PE&RC community and support new joint

research initiatives.

Selection procedure and eligibility criteria    ➜

PE&RC Highlighted activities

https://www.pe-rc.nl/events/perc-day-2026
https://www.pe-rc.nl/perc-call-institutional-collaboration-2026


Chemical Ecology
23-27 November 2026

In the postgraduate course

'Chemical Ecology throughout

the tree of life', we will focus on

how man-made changes to the

environment can influence

chemical communications within

and between microorganisms,

plants, herbivores & disease

vectors. We will not only focus on

how chemical information can be

collected analyzed, but also on

the environmental factors that

can affect chemical

communications. 

More info  ➜

Seed Systems, Crop
Conservation and
Genetic Diversity
27 Nov - 5 Dec 2026

This course critically examines

the performance and interplay of

conservation frameworks,

institutions, and stakeholders,

with a focus on the opportunities

and tensions inherent in

integrated approaches and seed

systems that support crop

conservation. Participants

explore key dimensions of seed

systems relevant to the

management of crop genetic

diversity.

More info  ➜

https://www.pe-rc.nl/courses-retreats/chemical-ecology
https://www.pe-rc.nl/courses-retreats/seed-systems-crop-conservation-and-genetic-diversity


Uncertainty Analysis
and Statistical
Validation of Spatial
Environmental Models
7- 11 December 2026

This course will familiarize

participants with statistical

methods to analyse uncertainty

propagation in spatial

environmental modelling, such

that they can apply these

methods to their own models

and data. It also teaches methods

that quantify the contribution of

individual uncertainty sources

and statistical validation

methods 

More info  ➜

Statistical Uncertainty
Analysis of Dynamic
Models
25 - 29 January 2027

A key feature of models is

parameter uncertainty, arising

from biological variation, or a

lack of knowledge. It is generally

hard to foresee how parameter

uncertainty results in variation in

the model predictions. This

course will familiarize you with

general statistical concepts

describing uncertainty, and

methods to compute prediction

uncertainty and sensitivity

coming from uncertain

parameter values. 

More info  ➜

https://www.pe-rc.nl/courses-retreats/uncertainty-analysis-and-statistical-validation-spatial-environmental-models
https://www.pe-rc.nl/courses-retreats/statistical-uncertainty-analysis-dynamic-models


Other PE&RC activities open for registration

Intermediate Programming in R | 2, 5, 9, 12 October 2026

Linking Community and Ecosystem Dynamics | 18 - 23 October

2026

Transforming food systems through game design and play | 26-30

October 2026

PE&RC Retreats | 11 - 13 November 2026

Design of Experiments  | 16 - 18 Dec 2026

Disease Ecology - Ecology and Control of Vector-Borne Diseases |

 5-9 April 2027

All courses    ➜

PPC news and activities

https://www.pe-rc.nl/courses-activities


PPC interviews Linus
Böckenhoff

The PE&RC houses many PhD

students who do groundbreaking

research. Today, we talk to Linus

Böckenhoff, who studies regrowth

of European forests and their

carbon storage. We will discover

more about his research and how

this can help in the fight against

climate change, and also more

about this young career scientist

himself.

Read the full intervew    ➜

New LinkedIn page PE&RC

To make our content and announcements more accessible, we will be

closing this group and moving our communication to the PE&RC LinkedIn

Business Page. This page will be a more effective way to reach both

existing members and new followers, while making our content easier to

find and engage with.

We invite you to follow us to stay up to date with the latest news, events

and courses.

We look forward to continuing the conversation on our PE&RC Business

Page! 

To the page    ➜

https://www.pe-rc.nl/ppc-interview
https://www.linkedin.com/company/116048910/admin/dashboard/


Other relevant news and activities

Vaccine Symposium;
‘Artificial Intelligence in
Vaccine Development ‘
17 September 2026

On September 17, 2026, Utrecht

University, the RIVM and the

Section Vaccinology of the

KNVM will jointly organize the

national Vaccine Symposium at

UMC Utrecht, titled:

‘Artificial Intelligence in Vaccine

Development ‘.

The symposium will feature four

distinguished keynote speakers,

along with early-career speakers

selected from submitted

abstracts. Registration is open

now! 

More info  ➜

Advance Data Science,
Artificial Intelligence
and Geographic
Information Systems
(GIS) for Environmental
Sciences
28 September - 2 October 2026

This is an advanced

PhD course which explores

state-of-the-art principles and

techniques in Data Science,

Artificial Intelligence, and GIS as

they apply to complex research

questions within the

Environmental Sciences. You will

learn to integrate Geospatial

Artificial Intelligence and spatial

Data Science within the ArcGIS

for your research topics. 

More info  ➜

https://www.knvm.org/activities/6457-calendar/131369-vaccine-symposium
https://support.wur.nl/esc?id=kb_article&sysparm_article=KB0017680


Invitation to Kick-off
Symposium Wageningen
Microbiome Center

Are you working at Wageningen

University, Wageningen Research,

NIOO-KNAW or UNLOCK, and are

you interested in microbiome

research?

We warmly invite you to join the

Kick-off Symposium of the

Wageningen Microbiome Center

(WMC) on Thursday 24th of

September in Omnia, Wageningen

Campus. This symposium is free of

charge and open to anyone who is

interested in microbiomes and is

employed by any of the institutes

participating.

Lees meer    ➜

https://wageningenmicrobiomecenter.nl/


Open Hardware in the
lab: DIY using 3D
printers, laser cutters
and CNC
Starts 23 September 2026

Research often requires custom

setups and tools for proper

functioning, and existing

products are not always suited or

optimized for the individual

research project. Luckily, the rise

of computer-aided

manufacturing techniques has

made it easier than ever to

quickly design objects

specifically designed for your

intended use. This course will

teach you how to use 3D printing,

laser cutting, and CNC milling for

your own research.

More info  ➜

Call for proposals
Graduate School Green
TKIs 2026
Deadline 1 October 2026

The aim of this programme is to

facilitate innovative and high-

quality scientific research within

the research field of the TKIs Agri

& Food and Horticulture &

Starting Materials by engaging

young talented researchers at

the start of their career. This call

is aimed at MSc students/young

researchers who have written

their own PhD project. Staff

members of the graduate schools

PE&RC, EPS, WIAS, VLAG,

WIMEK and WASS can apply as

the main applicant

More info  ➜

Other scientific meetings

SIP-IOBC Conference 2026 | 2 August 2026

International Polyploidy Conference | 6 - 9 September 2026

InterJoint NSO–GfÖ Conference | 13 - 17 September 2026

International SPS Symposium |  14-16 October 2026

To the meetings    ➜

https://vlag.crs.wur.nl/courses/details/1747/
https://www.pe-rc.nl/graduate-school-green-tkis-2026-deadline-1-october-2026
https://www.pe-rc.nl/scientific-meetings


Announcements

Justice related network for researchers - an invitation
to join

Do you engage with justice in your research? Either in concept, practice,

methods or otherwise, adding justice to our research is often challenging. 

We are a group of PhDs and young researchers based at technical

universities in the Netherlands looking for people who work on and are

interested in justice as part of their research and beyond. This can be

directly or indirectly, in content or practice, in any form or way. We want to

create a network of researchers and practitioners who engage with justice

somehow and anyhow with the intention of exchanging ideas, discussing

publications, organizing seminars, and sharing our doubts and struggles

around justice explorations. The main purpose of this network is to

engage, learn and support each other in dealing with justice theoretically

and in praxis.  

Regardless if you are starting your PhD, or if you are a full professor or

beyond academia, if you work on:

- Energy/Climate/Water/Food /Social Justice

- Just transitions

- Alternative just futures

- Theories of Justice

Or simply are motivated by justice in theory and/or practice…Please

consider joining our network 

Sign up    ➜

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=5TfRJx92wU2viNJkMKuxj5gX8zaLgzpKtShmPkNEchlUQ1o0VVQxNFJYMEE3M0M3MDc5TkxBOVdLWC4u&route=shorturl


Upcoming PhD Defences



All defences    ➜

Calls & Jobs

Here you can find information on open calls as well as current job

openings within the PE&RC network.

If you have information on calls or vacancies that you would like to have

advertised on this page, please send this information to office.pe@wur.nl. 

More info    ➜

Follow us here:

PE&RC

Graduate School for Production Ecology & Resource Conservation

Visit our website

Did you miss earlier PE&RC messages? Check them out here.

https://www.pe-rc.nl/phd-defences
https://www.pe-rc.nl/calls
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3803510/
https://www.linkedin.com/groups/3803510/
https://www.pe-rc.nl/
https://www.pe-rc.nl/news


If you have information that you would like to have included in the PE&RC

messages, please send this information to office.pe@wur.nl
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