
PhD discussion group on agriculture – climate – forests 
 
Short description  
This interdisciplinary discussion group on agriculture, forests and climate change focuses 
on interactions, trade-offs and synergies between agriculture, climate and forestry. It 
invites PhDs (but also postdocs and researchers) from Wageningen working on or 
interested in agriculture, climate, forests and food to discuss scientific papers and 
documents (including key publications, PhD proposals, theoretical innovations etc). In 
each session, organized around a central theme,  one or more PhD researchers or 
external speakers present their work.    
 
The discussion group meets every 2 months, usually on a Tuesday. PhD candidates 
organize and plan the meetings, with input from the REDD@WUR and 
CSA@WUR networks. See the following websites www.wageningenur.nl/redd and 
[CSA@WUR website] for details.  
 
 
Focus  
Agriculture is at the heart of most (low-income) economies, and it provides livelihoods 
for the majority of the poor, meanwhile contributing to feeding the world’s population. A 
changing climate poses threats to agricultural yields, which puts further pressure on 
remaining forests, if leading to the extension of cultivated areas. Agriculture is 
simultaneously an important driver of deforestation and of climate change, mainly 
through GHG emissions from fertilizers, animal manure, and methane emissions from 
livestock and rice cultivation.  
 
Both REDD+ (Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation 
(REDD) and climate-smart agriculture (CSA) are policies to address these issues.  
Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD) is an effort to 
create a financial value for the carbon stored in forests, offering incentives for developing 
countries to reduce emissions from forested lands and invest in low-carbon paths to 
sustainable development. "REDD+" goes beyond deforestation and forest degradation, 
and includes the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and 
enhancement of forest carbon stocks.  
Climate-smart agriculture (CSA) is an integrative approach to address the interlinked 
challenges of food security and climate change, with three explicit  objectives: (1) 
sustainably increasing agricultural productivity, to support equitable increases in farm 
incomes, food security and development; (2) adapting and building resilience of 
agricultural and food security systems to climate change at multiple levels; and (3) 
reducing greenhouse gas emissions from agriculture (including crops, livestock and -
fisheries). CSA considers these three objectives together at different scales - from farm 
to landscape – at different levels - from local to global - and over short and long time 
horizons, taking into account national and local specificities and priorities. 
 
 
Set-up  
The discussion group consist of a multidisciplinary group of PhD researchers. The group 
meets on a regular (bimonthly) basis and discusses scientific issues/ papers, including 
key publications, PhD manuscripts and proposals, new developments in scientific theory.  
 
Function of the Agriculture – Climate – Forests Discussion Group  

1. To obtain information, ideas and insight on research; 
2. To discuss key articles to obtain insight in current ecological/agricultural/climate 

theories; 
3. To explore, learn about and practice multidisciplinarity 
4. To present research plan and data during various stages of the PhD trajectory; 
5. To learn to present research results, both orally and written; 
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6. To develop a critical view on presentation and discussion of research results and 
to improve one's capabilities in scientific interaction. 

 
Format of the Agriculture – Climate – Forests Discussion Group 

1. All phases of the PhD project (preparation, collection of data and literature, data 
analysis and oral and written presentation) are considered in the discussion group 

2. New participants are advised to give a presentation of what they will be studying 
3. The composition of discussion group is a mixture of PhDs (1) from all different 

stages of research and (2) from different science groups 
4. The group comes together once every two months for approximately 2 hours. The 

meeting can be split up into 2 main segments: ◦Discussion of approximately an 
hour in which a paper, congress presentation, experimental design or topic on 
theory is presented and discussed; The second hour can be used to discuss 
smaller issues. PhDs bring forward questions, problems or ideas regarding their 
own research (e.g. statistical design and analysis, methods, literature) after which 
the group can respond to help solve the issue. This is especially useful to solve 
day to day research issues. 

 
 
Credits to obtain 
PhD students participating in the PhD discussion group should consider +/- 0.1 ECTS for 
a 2-hour meeting, and 1 ECTS per year of active participation in the discussion group. It 
is up to participants themselves how much time they spent going to meetings, and hence 
how many ECTS they obtain in total.  
 
Contact  
For more information, please contact Marijn Faling (Marijn.Faling@wur.nl) or Sarah 
Carter (sarah.carter@wur.nl). 
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