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HIGHLIGHTS 
 

PE&RC Day 2016: PE&RC’s got Talent! (20 October 2016) 
PE&RC was founded in 1994 as a local Wageningen Graduate School. More than 20 years later, PE&RC has 
evolved into a national graduate school with members residing at Wageningen University, the Netherlands 
Institute of Ecology, Naturalis Biodiversity Center, Utrecht University, University of Amsterdam, and Vrije 

Universiteit Amsterdam. To top it off, during the last international peer review in 2015, PE&RC was rated as 
the most exceptional graduate school that the committee has ever seen! This day is an excellent opportunity 

for participants to become (better) acquainted with all the fascinating research that is performed in our 
graduate school. 

 

PE&RC Midterm Weekend (21-22 October 2016) 
Whereas the idea of the first years weekend was to make you more familiar with what to expect during the 
PhD track and how to avoid major catastrophes and disappointments, this will be the time to reflect and see 
if nevertheless such catastrophes and disappointments have surfaced, and how to deal with them. We will 

also discuss people's personal plan of action for the second part of the PhD. Also, the importance of 
networking and peer-coaching are highlighted. Finally, of course, this weekend is meant to get back in touch 

with your fellow PhDs and learn from them how to tackle specific issues. 
 

Current Themes in Ecology 2016: Ecological Networks 
– Networks in Ecology (24 November 2016) 

Why are there so many species on earth?” It is one of the most fundamental questions in understanding life 
on earth. The question becomes even more prominent when we realise that it can be posed for nearly any 
ecosystem on earth. In the present Current Themes in Ecology symposium, Networks in Ecology, we will 
address a wide variety in novel approaches to understand the functioning of ecological networks and the 
consequences for biological diversity and ecosystem dynamics. Studying ecological networks is not only 

crucial for understanding population dynamics and persistence, but also ecosystem processes like energy 
and nutrient cycling, the spread of pests and diseases, and in this way human welfare. 

 

PE&RC Research Master Programme: Agricultural 
Systems Resilience 

The Graduate School Production Ecology and Resource Conservation (PE&RC) of Wageningen University has 
set up a Research Master Programme in Agricultural Systems Resilience. The programme is meant for 

students interested in pursuing a career in scientific research. Besides the MSc Degree the outcome of the 
programme will be a PhD project proposal for the NWO Graduate Programme call 2017 as well as a separate 
Research Master certificate awarded by PE&RC. The Research Master Programme is an optional choice within 
the regular MSc programmes Biology, Plant Sciences, Organic Agriculture, Earth and Environment and Forest 

and Nature Conservation, but also inflow from other study programmes is possible. 

 

PE&RC Postgraduate courses 
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• Bayesian Statistics (17-18 October 2016) 
Nowadays, with the advance of computing and Markov Chain Monte Carlo (MCMC) algorithms, 

Bayesian statistics is becoming a powerful alternative for traditional Frequentistic statistics. The 

philosophy behind Bayesian Statistics is discussed. Practical examples are studied, and analysed using 

the (freeware) program WinBUGS. Participants will be surprised how easy they can tackle problems 

that are quite complicated to handle with traditional Frequentistic statistics. 
• European Forest Resources and the Bio-economy (27 November – 2 December 2016) 

This postgraduate course addresses the role of European forests in the bio-economy and the changes 

that are taking place in management and forest industry such as: European forest resources, 

management and governance challenges, new demands in bioenergy & bio-economy, changes in 

demand from industry, criteria for Sustainable Forest Management and for solid biomass production, 

and trade-off issues with biodiversity. To address the elements above, we bring together experts on 

European forest ecology, but also experts from industry, economics, and policy. At the same time, we 

will make excursions to field sites as well as organisations dealing with forest products. 

• Uncertainty Propagation in Spatial Environmental Modelling (5 - 9 December 2016)  

The purpose of this course is to familiarize participants with statistical methods to analyse uncertainty 

propagation in spatial modelling, such that they can apply these methods to their own models and 

data. Both attribute and positional errors are considered. Attention is also given to the effects of 

spatial auto- and cross-correlations on the results of an uncertainty propagation analysis. Computer 

practicals make use of the R language for statistical computing. 

• GIS in Practice (12 - 23 December 2016)  

This course aims to give an overview of this conceptual model, after which it will go in-depth in the 

use of ArcGIS using a number of practical cases. 

• Basic Statistics (14, 15, 16, 22, 23 December 2016)  

• This is a refresher course (so it goes into category 2A of the PE&RC TSP). The level is that of a 

second course in Statistics. We will refresh basic knowledge of Probability, Statistical Inference 

(Estimation and Testing), t-tests, simple cases of Regression and ANOVA, Experimental Design, Non-

parametric Tests, and Chi-square Tests. Some time is reserved to discuss statistical problems of the 

participants. 

• Design of Experiments (19 - 21 December 2016)  

This course is organised by the graduate school for Animal Sciences and by PE&RC. The course deals 

with an introduction to statistics and basics of good experimental design. Amongst others, the 

principle of the three R’s are discussed; Replication, Randomization, and Reducing noise factors. 

Furthermore, specific experimental design are being discussed (e.g., CRD, RCBD, split-plot design, 

mixed models, Latin-squares, etc.). Finally, participants apply what they learn in the course to their 

own specific case(s) and discuss this in small groups. 

PE&RC Discussion group meetings 

• For a complete overview of all PE&RC discussion groups, please click here. 
• R-User meeting @ Orion, room C4016, 16.00h (19 October 2016)  

• Lecture & Excursion: World of Microbes @ Roeterseilandcampus, room B2.03, Nieuwe Achtergracht 
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166, Amsterdam, Netherlands (21 October 2016) 

Career development, skills and competences courses by Wageningen Graduate Schools 

• For a complete overview of all Wageningen Graduate Schools courses, please click here. 

 

Symposia, Lectures, Workshops, Seminars and other activities 

• Seminar: Embracing historical contingency in community assembly (Dr Tadashi Fukami) @ 

Netherlands Institute of Ecology, Colloquium Room (2nd floor), Wageningen, The Netherlands (11 

October 2016) 

• 4th National eScience Symposium: Science in a Digital World @ Amsterdam Arena, Amsterdam, The 

Netherlands (13 October 2016) 

• Interactive event for early career researchers: Recalibrating excellence @ Ottone, Kromme 

Nieuwegracht 62, Utrecht, The Netherlands (13 October 2016) 

• Sfécologie2016, the 2016 International Conference of the French Ecological Society @ Marseille, 

France (24 - 28 October 2016) 

• Symposium Human-Wildlife conflicts in Africa @ Academiegebouw, Rapenburg 67-73, Leiden, The 

Netherlands (27 October 2016) 

• Workshop on Metabolomics in chemical ecology @ Netherlands Institute of Ecology (NIOO-KNAW), 

Wageningen, The Netherlands (31 October – 1 November 2016) 

• International Conference on Functional-Structural Plant Modelling @ Qingdao Holiday Inn Expo, 

Qingdao, China (7 - 11 November 2016) 

• International Master Class on Healthy and sustainable diets: synergies and trade-offs @ Conference 

Centre Hof van Wageningen, Wageningen, the Netherlands (28 - 30 November 2016) 

• 2nd Annual FLARE meeting @ University of Edinburgh, United Kingdom (2 - 5 December 2016) 

• Global soil security conference @ Paris, France (5 - 7 December 2016) 

• Zoology 2016-congress @ University of Antwerp, Belgium (15 - 17 December 2016) 

• AGILE International Conference on Geographic Information Science @ Wageningen, the Netherlands 

(9 - 12 May 2017) 

• Conference Pedometrics 2017 @ Wageningen, the Netherlands (27 June – 1 July 2017) 

Position Announcements 

• For job vacancies, check out our website. 
 

Others 

• Dobberke Foundation for Comparative Psychology (deadline: 15 October 2016) 

• Scholarships for Teacher's degrees on MSc level ((bio-)informatics, geography, chemistry, 

mathematics, physics) (ONLY IN DUTCH) (deadline: 31st of October 2016) 

• Wageningen University Postdoc Talent Programme (deadline: 1 November 2016) 

• NWO Visitor's Travel Grants. Researchers in the Netherlands can apply for a visitor's grant for highly 
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qualified senior researchers from abroad who hold a PhD. With this grant these researchers can stay 

in the Netherlands for a maximum of four months.  

• Van Gogh Programme. Dutch and French researchers who wish to start or continue research 

cooperation under the Van Gogh Programme can now submit their application for a travel grant for 

2016-2017. 

• New guidelines on teaching duties for PhD candidates of Wageningen University 
 

If you have information that you would like to have included in PE&RC messages, please send this 
information to Claudius.vandeVijver@wur.nl before the first of the month. 
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