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Current Themes in Ecology 2017 
Innovation in Conservation  

(Wednesday 29 November 2017) 
For many years now, scientists have studied trends of degradation and biodiversity loss, providing essential insight the consequences 
of these trends ecosystem functioning. Yet, how much of this fundamental scientific insight has directly led to innovations approaches 

in conserving our natural surroundings and the biodiversity within? This edition of Current Themes in Ecology addresses the role of 
fundamental science in contributing to the sustainable conservation of nature, where we focus on insights in behaviour and responses 
of systems, animals, and plants; meta-analyses revealing patterns that individual studies do not show; technological advances such 
as drones, satellite imagery, 3D scans of organisms and even whole ecosystems; and on theoretical paradigms shifting the view on 

conservation. Speakers include Prof Jaboury Ghazoul, Prof. Eric Higgs, and Prof Bram Büscher. Registration is open at 
www.nern.nl/CT2017. 

 
Netherlands Annual Ecology Meeting 2018 

(Tuesday 13 & Wednesday 14 February 2018) 
The call for submission of oral presentation abstracts is now open (deadline for submissions = Monday 11 December 2017, 12 NOON). 

On the NAEM website, you can see exactly which parallel sessions have been selected, and whether there is a session in which you 
would like to present your work. You can find more details about the general set-up of the programme, the deadlines for submission 

of contributions and registration on the NAEM website.  

PE&RC Postgraduate courses 

• Statistical Uncertainty Analysis of Dynamic Models (11-15 December 2017)  
The purpose of this course is to make the participants familiar with general statistical concepts describing uncertainty, and 
methods to compute prediction uncertainty coming from uncertain parameter values. We introduce dynamic input-state-
output systems and methods to write your model in this format. 

• Design of Experiments (20-22 December 2017)  
The design and analysis of experiments, using plants, animals, or humans, are an important part of the scientific process. 
Proper design of an experiment, apart from its proper analysis and interpretation, is important to convince a researcher that 
your results are valid and that your conclusions are meaningful. 

• Structural Equation Modelling (22-26 January 2018)  
While much of statistics focusses on associations between variables and making predictions, the aim of structural equation 
modelling is to establish causal relationships between variables. The focus will be on classical structural equation models with 
a small number of (latent) variables, but we will also give an introduction to recent developments on methodology for high-
dimensional data. This course is taught by the international expert in this field, Prof. Bill Shipley from the Université de 
Sherbrooke in Canada.  

• Introduction to Zero Inflated Models with R | Frequentist and Bayesian approaches (29 
January - 2 February 2018)  
During the course several case studies are presented, in which the statistical theory for zero inflated models is integrated 
with applied analyses in a clear and understandable manner. Zero inflated models consist of two integrated GLMs and 
therefore we will start with a revision of GLM. Zero inflated GLMMs for nested data (repeated measurements, short time 
series, clustered data, etc.) are discussed in the second part of the course. We will focus on zero inflated count data, and 
zero inflated continuous data. This course is taught by Dr Alain Zuur and Dr Elena Ieno, who are the leading authorities in 
the world on the topic of zero-inflated models in R. 

• Geostatistics (5-9 February 2018)  
Geostatistics is concerned with the analysis and modelling of spatial variability. It also addresses how quantified spatial 
variability can be used in optimal spatial interpolation and spatial stochastic simulation. Fields of application include 
hydrology, soil science, ecology, geology, agriculture, and forestry. 

• Survival Analysis (22-23 February 2018)  
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In this short course, the concept of survival analysis will be introduced and it will be shown how to apply the methods to 
biological data. Main topics are how to handle censored data, estimation of Kaplan-Meier survivor curves, the Log-Rank test, 
and Cox' regression models for estimating and testing effects of covariates. 

• Pre-announcement: Aquatic Systems Ecology – Robustness and Restoration in the face of 
global change (18-23 March 2018)  
Aquatic systems are under severe anthropogenic pressures from eutrophication, inorganic pollution, acidification, invasive 
species, extraction of upstream water, and climate change. Unprecedented rates of global change add a sense of urgency to 
improve and restore the robustness of these aquatic systems. In this 5-day course we will provide a multifaceted overview of 
the science on aquatic ecosystems in the Anthropocene. A detailed course website and link for registration will become 
available at www.pe-rc.nl/postgraduate-courses next week.  

• Pre-announcement: New Frontiers in Microbial Ecology (8-13 April 2018)  
A detailed course website and link for registration will become available at www.pe-rc.nl/postgraduate-courses in the coming 
weeks. 

• Pre-announcement: Physiologically Structured Population (PSP) Dynamics (29 April – 4 May 
2018)  
Physiologically structured population (PSP) dynamics is a body of theory designed to evaluate how the life history of 
individuals translate to the population level. It constitutes a major departure from classical, unstructured population 
dynamics, in which all individuals contribute equally to the demographic process. The aim of the course is to provide 
participants with all the conceptual background and technical skills to model and analyze the dynamics of physiologically 
structured populations, as well as a set of lectures on highlighting its implications for the dynamics of populations and 
communities. A detailed course website and link for registration will become available at www.pe-rc.nl/postgraduate-courses 
next week.  

• Design of Experiments (23-25 May 2018)  
The design and analysis of experiments, using plants, animals, or humans, are an important part of the scientific process. 
Proper design of an experiment, apart from its proper analysis and interpretation, is important to convince a researcher that 
your results are valid and that your conclusions are meaningful. 

PE&RC Discussion group meetings 

• WEES Seminar – Microbial evolution: Taking a dip in the mobile gene pool (20 November 2017 
(16:00)) Location is Impulse, Wageningen. 

This month’s WEES seminar gives an overview of Professor Michael Brockhurst’s recent experimental evolution work. 

• B-Wise Lunch meeting (5 December 2017 (12:30 hrs)  On Tuesday December 5th, there will be a B-Wise meeting 
at 12:30h in room C0221 in the Forum building. Lunch will be available from 12:00h onwards. Speakers will be Mathijs 
Nieuwenhuis (WU Genetics) and Jorge Navarro (WU Bioinformatics). 

• For a complete overview of all PE&RC discussion groups, please click here. 

Career development, skills and competences 

• For a complete overview of this type of courses offered by Wageningen Graduate Schools, 
please click here. 

• For a complete overview of this type of courses offered by the Graduate School of Life 
Sciences at Utrecht University, please click here. 

• For a complete overview of this type of courses offered by Leiden University, please click 
here. 

• For a complete overview of this type of courses offered by The Graduate School of Science 
at the University of Amsterdam, please click here. 

Note that when you would want to have a course like this organised at your own institute, please contact Claudius van de Vijver 

Symposia, Lectures, Workshops, Seminars and other activities 

• Seminar Professor Peter Simmonds – RNA virus genomes @ Radix, Wageningen, the Netherlands (20 

November 2017) 

• Oproep tot een Deltaplan Biodiversiteitsherstel @ This is an announcement of NERN initiative (apologies; 

only in Dutch) (21 November 2017) 

• Zoology 2017: Genotype-phenotype map: from model systems to ecosystems @ Wageningen, 

the Netherlands (23-24 November 2017) 

• 3rd International Conference on Global Food Security @ Cape Town, South Africa (3-6 December 2017) 
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• Open Science Symposium @ Linnaeus Library of the Artis Zoo, Amsterdam, the Netherlands (7-8 December 2017) 

• Writing a competitive VICI proposal for the Dutch NWO Talent Scheme @ Yellow Research, 

Veembroederhof 5-7, Amsterdam (7 December 2017) 

• Joint Annual Meeting; Ecology Across Borders @ ICC Ghent, Belgium (11-14 December 2017) 

• 29ste Entomologendag @ De Reehorst, Ede, the Netherlands (15 December 2017) 

• Wageningen University & Research Career Day – Explore your future @ Wageningen University, 

the Netherlands (6 February 2018)  
• Summer School: Exploring climate change challenges and solutions in the real world: 

from research to practice @ Sofia, Bulgaria (21-25 May 2018) 

Position Announcements 

• For job vacancies, check our website. 

Calls and other information 

• Academy Ecology Fund (Deadline: 15 December 2017)  

The Academy Ecology Fund supports ecological fieldwork in the Netherlands and abroad and ecological research abroad by 
young ecologists working in the Netherlands. Funding is intended primarily for fundamental research. Projects seeking a 
fundamental solution to practical problems are also eligible. 

• Pilot Industrial Doctorates (Deadline: 16 January 2018)  

On 9 October 2017, NWO started the pilot programme Industrial Doctorates. This programme is aimed at facilitating 
collaboration between knowledge institutions and industry, and small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) in particular. 
Within the programme, a candidate PhD student carries out his or her research at both the knowledge institution and the 
participating company. 

• Immana Fellowships (Deadline: 1 March 2018)  

Postdoctoral Fellowships on Innovative Methods and Metrics for Agriculture and Nutrition Actions (IMMANA Fellowships) aim 
to create a cadre of emerging leaders in agriculture, nutrition, and health research. 

• Funds to publish in an Open Access journal (Deadline: Continuous application)  

Since the rise of fully Open Access journals some 15 years ago, there is a possibility to disseminate your research more 
widely. Some publishers nowadays also offer the option to make an individual article from subscription journals Open Access. 
WUR Library supports you in Open Access publishing. Find out what your possibilities are or contact us for immediate 
support. 

• NWO Visitor's Travel Grants (Deadline: Continuous application)  
Researchers in the Netherlands can apply for a visitor's grant for highly qualified senior researchers from abroad who hold a 
PhD. With this grant these researchers can stay in the Netherlands for a maximum of four months) 

If you have information that you would like to have included in the PE&RC messages, please send this 

information to Claudius.vandeVijver@wur.nl  
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